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ONE VOICE FOR ORGANIC STAKEHOLDERS

WHO WE REPRESENT

▪ IFOAM EU represents the entire organic food chain and beyond
▪ We count more than 210 members in 34 European countries
▪ Based on the IFOAM principles of organic agriculture: 

Health, Ecology, Fairness & Care



IFOAM EU MEMBERSHIP – REPRESENTING THE 
ENTIRE ORGANIC VALUE CHAIN

Type of member Number %

MEMBERSHIP ORGANISATION

Member-based organizations (incl. farmers’ associations) 55 27%

Umbrella organisations 11 5.5%

Trade and professional associations 9 4.5%

INDIVIDUAL ORGANISATION (PRIVATE SECTOR)

Company 64 31.5%

Certification body 38 18.5%

University / research institute 19 9.5%

Foundation 7 3.5%

TOTAL 203 100%



9 Board members
General Assembly

30+ Council members
National Assemblies

4 Interest Groups    
ORGANIC CERTIFICATION & INTEGRITY, 
FARMING, PROCESSING & TRADE, 
RETAIL

9 Working Groups
CAPACITY BUILDING IN CENTRAL 
EASTERN EUROPE (CEE), 
AQUACULTURE, EUROPEAN ORGANIC 
COMMS HUB, PLANT PROTRECTION 
PRODUCTS (PPPs) AND FERTILISERS, 
SEED, GMOs, COSMETICS, 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NEW 
ORGANIC REGULATION AND TEXTILE 

Seats in Civil Dialogue 
Groups of European 
Commission 

ORGANIC PRESENCE AT 
THE HEART OF THE EU

HOST THE SECRETARIAT OF
TP ORGANICS PLATFORM 

HOW WE SUCCEED
▪ IFOAM EU bases its work on a functional structure and a very solid governance 



WORKING ON EU POLICY AREAS
…with a big impact on organic operators



VISION & STRATEGY PROCESS 2013 – 2017 
ORGANIC 3.0 IN EUROPE 

10 workshops

Vision 2030 &
Roadmap

3 Europe-wide 
consultations

Vision & 
Roadmap to 

2030
10 workshops

600+ 
contributors



STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS





Organic agriculture in the EU (2017)

Ten European countries report at least 10% organic farmland, incl. Finland (11,4%)
Market value 38 billions – Demand growing faster than production



Is European agriculture on the right track?

• More than 2,500 scientists across the EU sent a letter to the EC and the EP, 
urging them to “to act on the science, and undertake a far-reaching reform 
of the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) without delay.

• The letter states: “The CAP has led to an intensification of agricultural 
practices, including landscape simplification and consolidation, drastic 
increases in the use of pesticides and mowing frequency, irrigation 
expansion and the destruction of pasture lands.

• The unequivocal scientific consensus is that in concert these activities have 
led to a decline of European farmland bird populations of more than 55% 
between 1980 and 2015, and a decline of insect population abundance of 
more than 76 % in a study of 63 nature reserves in Germany between 1989 
and 2016.”



Is European agriculture on the right track?

• Nature, 31 October 2019: researchers have analysed the evolution of 
captures of arthropods over 300 sites (in pastures and forests) in 3 German 
regions between 2008 and 2017 (1million specimens spanning 2700 
species).

• In 150 pastures, arthroprods biomass decreased by 67%, the number of 
specimens captured decreased by 78%, and their diversity decreased by 
1/3

• In forest areas, biomass decreased by 41% and diversity by 36%

• Pesticides use increased by 93% globally between 2007 and 2017



The future of organic farming & CAP post-2020

•Are CAP negotiations on the right track?

•Which legal framework do we need to ensure
responsible innovation in breeding?

•How can agriculture be part of the solution to climate
change?


